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    Summary

There is no precise definition of PHVP; however, the International Urogynecological Association (IUGA)/ International Continence Society (ICS) joint report on female pelvic floor dysfunction defines it as ‘descent of … the apex of the vagina (vaginal vault or cuff scar after hysterectomy)’. Prolapse of the vaginal vault after hysterectomy may occur when the structures that support the top of the vagina and uterus are not reattached at the time of the initial procedure or due to weakening of these supports over time.

Case series dating back to 1960 have identified the incidence of PHVP as ranging from 0.2% to 43%. More recently, PHVP has been reported to follow 11.6% of hysterectomies performed for prolapse and 1.8% for other benign diseases. A large study from Austria estimated the frequency of PHVP requiring surgical repair to be between 6% and 8%.



COVID disclaimer

This guideline was developed as part of the regular programme of Green-top Guidelines, as outlined in our document Developing a Green-top Guideline: Guidance for developers (PDF), and prior to the emergence of COVID-19.

Version history

This is the second edition of this guideline.

Please note that the RCOG Guidelines Committee regularly assesses the need to update the information provided in this publication. Further information on this review is available on request.
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